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Is Laura in the Bush Leagues?

oes Laura Bush have
style, or is she a fash-
ion victim?

For years, the former
teacher and librarian has
had almost all of her
clothes designed by Dallas
dressmaker Michael Fair-
cloth. At her request, he has
turned out a series of mid-
dle-of-the-road suits with
modest necklines and short,
nipped-waist jackets.

Fashionistas have dis-
missed the look as unchic
and unflattering, noting that
the style makes size-eight
Bush look chunky.

New York arbiters of chic
have also sniffed at Laura
Bush’s no-nonsense hair-
style. Stylist John Barrett
says Laura is “begging for a
makeover.” He advised her
to lose the hairspray and
add golden highlights to
soften her brown hair.

Now Bush watchers who
don’t know the difference
between Calvin Coolidge
and Calvin Klein are join-
ing the fashion critics.

For her first trip to the
‘White House for tea, Bush
wore a purple plaid suit
that led one Texan to quip,
“It must have been de-
signed by a Democrat.”

Her floral-jacketed ac-
ceptance-speech outfit
was also panned for its
dull colors and un-
flattering cut. One
Bush supporter put
it delicately,
“Laura Bush is
prettier than she
dresses.”

Every first lady i -
is shocked by the
‘harsh, relentless at-
tention the White
House brings, says

she was prepared, but it was
a hundred times harder than
being the first lady of Cali-
fornia,” Tate recalls. Her ad-
vice for the new first lady:
“Be true to yourself. The
camera catches false notes
faster than anything.”

Bush-can stick with her
basic style and still look
sleeker and

more sophisti- The suit
cated, suggests Laura wore
DC image to the White
consultant House is one
Lynne Glass- she won't be
man, She says wearing
Bush’s hour-  again.

glass figure

would look slimmer in
monochromatic suits with
longer skirts.

Glassman tells clients to
turn sideways, look at where
the leg is thinnest, and hem
skirts to that length. Women
past 40 rarely have knees
that can stand up to public
scrutiny.

Laura Bush should also
look for single-breasted
jackets with necklines and
lapels that mirror the round-
ed contours of her face,
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" No more helmet
head: A longer,
softer hairstyle
with golden
highlights would
flatter Laura’s
round face.

Sheila Tate, pross scure-3
tary to Nancy Reagan.
“Mrs. Reagan thought

A good look for Laura:
a solid color, slim lines,
and longer skirt.
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Glassman advises. Softer
necklines will shift the eye to
Bush’s face.

In July 1999, The Washing-
tonian advised Hillary Clin-
ton to wear black pantsuits in
her New York race. She wore
them; she won. For Laura
Bush, we now offer these tips
on how to dress for success:

1. Pick a color, any color. A
first lady needs a visual signa-
ture, a color to call her own.
Nancy Reagan wore red; Bar-
bara Bush was true blue.
Hillary Clinton floundered until
she became the lady in black.
You'd be safe with the blue of
Texas cornflowers. Or you could
walk on the wild side in cranber-
ry, purple, or fuchsia.

2. Go for the gold. Except
for Barbara Bush, every recent
first lady has gotten blonder in
the White House. Highlights
would brighten that brown
hair. Growing your hair a lit-
tle longer would create a
softer look. You could also
use some texture and tousle.
Between us girls, outside of
Texas, the helmet head is
dead.

3. "Designer” is not a
dirty word. Even your moth-
er-in-law wurned to New
York couturier Arnold
Scaasi to upgrade her White
House wardrobe, Now that
you're on the world stage,
you need a world-class de-
signer to polish your look.

4. Simplify. You need
uncomplicated clothes that
showcase you, not your
dress designer. That inau-
gural-ball gown, a vision
in elaborate beading and
lace, seemed to enter the
room before you did.

5. Loosen up. You
won’t be morphed into
Hillary Clinton by wear-
ing pants.

—LESLIE MK

Look, Ma, no beads: a
gown that would show
off the First Lady, not
her designer.




