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Glassman advises. Softer
necklines will shift the eye 1o
Bush’s face.

In July 1999, The Washing-
tonian advised Hillary Clin-
ton to wear black pantsuits in
her New York race. She wore
them; she won. For Laura
Bush, we now offer these tips
on how to dress for success:

1. Pick a color, any color. A
first lady needs a visual signa-
ture, a color to call her own.
Nancy Reagan wore red; Bar-
bara Bush was true blue.
Hillary Clinton floundered until
she became the lady in black.
You’'d be safe with the blue of
Texas cornflowers. Or you could
walk on the wild side in cranber-
ry, purple, or fuchsia.

2. Go for the gold. Except
for Barbara Bush, every recent
first lady has gotten blonder in
the White House. Highlights
would brighten that brown
hair. Growing your hair a lit-
tle longer would create a
softer look. You could also
use some texture and tousle.
Between us girls, outside of
Texas, the helmet head is
dead.

3. “Designer” isnot a
dirty word. Even your moth-
er-in-law turned to New
York couturier Arnold
Scaasi to upgrade her White
House wardrobe. Now that
you're on the world stage,
you need a world-class de-
signer to polish your look.

4. Simplify. You need
uncomplicated clothes that
showcase you, not your
dress designer. That inau-
gural-ball gown, a vision
in elaborate beading and
lace, seemed to enter the
room before you did.

5. Loosen up. You
won’t be morphed into
Hillary Clinton by wear-
ing pants.

—LESLIE MLk

Look, Ma, no beads: a
gown that would show
off the First Lady, not
her designer.



